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3PART 1FIRST WRITING

AN ESSAY

Match the defi nitions with the words and phrases.

   1. This gas causes pollution, and is causing the earth to become hotter. a drought

   2. This is a clean form of energy that uses light from the sun.  b carbon dioxide

   3. This happens when there is a lot of rain.  c climate change

   4. This describes animals that could disappear in the future.  d famine

   5. The process of taking action to protect the environment.  e fl ooding

   6. This is the process in which the weather is gradually changing  f endangered
because of pollution. 

   7. This is a situation in which a lot of people suffer because they have  g conservation
no food. 

   8. This happens when the land becomes very dry because there is  h reserve
no rain.  

   9. To make water, air, soil, etc. dirty or harmful.  i pollute

10. This is an area of land where animals and plants are protected.  j solar
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The environment

Read the task and the main paragraphs of the essay. Then read concluding paragraphs a–c 
and answer the questions. Which is the best concluding paragraph? Why?

Individuals can do a lot to help the environment. Do you agree?

Notes
Write about:
1. recycling
2. transport
3. ....................  (your own idea) 

� e environment is a very important problem in the world today. While governments 
clearly need to take action to protect the world we live in, individuals can also make a big 
contribution to improving the environment.
Firstly, people can buy products that can be recycled. When we throw things away, they o� en 
end up in the environment and cause a lot of pollution. If everyone recycled as much as 
possible, there would be a lot less rubbish in our seas and under the ground.
Secondly, people can think about how they travel to school or work. Cars have a very bad 
e� ect on the environment, so individuals can help by walking or cycling, or using public 
transport.
However, individuals cannot solve all our environmental problems. � ere are some things 
that only governments can do, such as deciding which forms of energy the country should 
invest in, or deciding whether to build new airports.
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Which concluding paragraph …
1. introduces a new argument?
2. repeats all the arguments from the previous paragraphs?
3. provides a short summary of the arguments from the previous paragraphs?
4. expresses two different points of view? (2 answers) 
5. ends with the writer’s opinion?
6. ends by expressing someone else’s opinion?

Look at the sentence below. Then try to correct the mistake.

Concluding, I think life nowadays is better than it was in the past.

Get it right!

a Another thing that individuals can do is refuse to � y, as planes cause a lot of pollution. 
On the other hand, it is the government’s responsibility to decide on the price of � ying. 
If they put the prices up, this would prevent people from using this damaging form of 
transport.

b Both individuals and governments can play an important role in protecting the environment, 
and both should take this problem seriously and do what they can to help. If this happens, 
I believe that in the future the world will be a cleaner and safer place to live in.

c Individuals can make a big di� erence to the environment by choosing environmentally 
friendly forms of transport, and by reusing or recycling products. However, governments 
must also help protect our world, for example by choosing clean forms of energy. 
Scientists all agree that we must take action soon.

Exam task

3 In your English class you have been talking about the environment. Now your English teacher has asked 
you to write an essay.

Write your essay using all the notes and giving reasons for your points of view. Write your 
essay in 140–190 words in an appropriate style.

There are lots of things governments could do to help deal with 
environmental problems. Do you agree?

Notes

Write about:

1. pollution

2. cost

3. .......................... (your own idea)


